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The  President’s  Office 

By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


Greetings  and  Good  Wishes  to  all  Society  members  in  2002! 


It  has  been  a  little  more  than  a  year  since  the  passing  of 
Helen  Carmody  Lebo.  She  not  only  held  almost  every 
society's  office,  but  also  was  loved  and  well  respected  by 
virtually  everyone  who  crossed  her  path.  Let  us  not  forget 
the  time,  love  and  effort  she  put  into  this  organization  over 
the  years  and  remember  her  in  our  prayers.  Thank  you. 

Thought  it's  about  time  for  a  change  of  my  photograph, 
which  accompanies  this  page  -  especially  when  our 
younger  Vice  President  starts  looking  older  than  yours 
truly.  See  the  real  me  -  minus  that  darker  and  fuller  head 
of  hair  (less  hairs  per  square  inch  of  scalp)  in  the  next 
issue.  Ten  years  of  serving  on  the  American  Numismatic 
Association's  (ANA)  Board  of  Governors  -  especially  in 
the  capacity  as  its  50th  President  will  have  such  an  effect. 

Speaking  of  Robert  Van  Ryzm  (RVR),  kudos  to  him  for  his  A+  article  and  photographs,  which 
appeared  in  the  March  2002  issue  of  Krause  Publications  Coins  magazine.  Strongly  recommend 
its  acquisition.  Our  marvelous  editor  has  arranged  with  RVR  -  editor  of  this  wonderful 
magazine  -  for  its  inclusion  in  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

Thought  of  sharing  within  these  pages  an  untold  story  about  my  trip  to  Elgin,  Illinois  in 
November  1981.  Purpose  of  the  journey  was  to  visit  with  Trygve  A.  Rovelstad  and  see  his 
studio,  which  housed  the  12-foot  Pioneer  Memorial  Statue.  Such  as  you  know  is  depicted  on 
the  1936  Elgin  half  dollar  reverse. 

Would  like  to  welcome  our  new  Treasurer,  Mary  Beedon.  Knowing  her  background,  I  can 
exclaim  that  we  are  most  fortunate  to  have  such  a  very  dedicated  and  efficient  person  to  accept 
the  position.  Same  is  to  be  said  for  the  efficiencies  of  our  Editor-Secretary  and  Vice  President. 


Numismaticallv  yours. 


Clnt/uau/  J.  Satiated 
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The  Vice  President’s  Report 

By  Bob  Van  Ryzin  (R- 1973,  Wl) 


One  of  the  perks  of  working  professionally  in  your 
hobby,  as  1  do,  is  that  you  sometimes  get  the  chance  to 
go  behind  an  important  story.  This  happened  for  me 
when  I  traveled  to  Elgin,  Ill.,  in  early  October  of  last 
year  to  witness  the  unveiling  of  Trygve  Rovelstad's 
Pioneer  Memorial.  I  had  had  the  privilege  of  seeing 
Rovelstad's  statue  in  1993  on  a  visit  to  Rovelstad's 
home  and  studio.  At  that  time,  it  was  still  in  its  plaster 
form,  secured  by  ropes.  It  was  an  impressive  sight,  as 
the  12-foot  high  grouping  took  up  much  of  what 
otherwise  was  a  normal  house.  Surrounding  it  were 
study  heads,  miniatures,  and  other  examples  of 
Rovelstad's  life  work. 


Accompanying  me  on  that  trip  were  Helen  and  Don  Carmody,  who  were  attending  the 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  convention  in  Chicago.  I  was  there  as  part  of  the  Krause 
Publications'  crew.  If  memory  serves  me,  it  was  at  a  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
meeting  that  Helen  had  invited  society  members  to  join  them  for  the  trip  to  Elgin  to  visit  the 
studio  and  meet  with  Gloria  Rovelstad.  Trygve  had  died  in  1990. 


I  was  happy  for  the  chance  as  I  was  quite  familiar  with  Rovelstad's  commemorative  com  and 
have  an  interest  in  sculptors  who  designed  U.S.  coins,  having  researched  and  written  about 
several  of  these,  including  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  James  Earle  Fraser  and  Hermon  A. 
MacNeil.  Rovelstad's  Pioneer  Memorial,  which  is  shown  on  the  1936  Elgin  half  dollar's  reverse 
(the  obverse  depicts  the  head  of  the  scout  from  this  same  grouping),  was  at  that  time  still 
housed  in  the  Elgin  studio  it  had  languished  in  for  years.  As  most  society  members  are  aware, 
although  Rovelstad  was  commissioned  in  the  1930s  to  prepare  the  statue  honoring  Elgin's 
centennial,  it  was  never  installed.  Subsequent  attempts  to  bring  the  Pioneer  Memorial  out  into 
public  view  also  failed.  Gloria  died  in  1999.  Helen  and  Don,  who  I  know  greatly  enjoyed  their 
visit  to  Rovelstad's  studio,  have  also  since  passed  away. 


Over  the  last  several  years,  through  the  dedication  of  the  members  of  the  Pioneer  Memorial 
Foundation  of  Illinois,  with  support  from  the  city  of  Elgin  and  numerous  civic  and  business 
organizations,  Rovelstad's  dream  of  finally  having  his  Pioneer  Memorial  bronzed  and  displayed 
in  public  finally  became  a  reality  on  Oct.  11,  2001. 

With  good  fortune,  I  was  able  to  attend  the  unveiling  ceremony  along  with  collector  Rollie 
Firmer.  It  was  great  to  see  the  memorial  grouping  at  its  permanent  location,  overlooking  the  Fox 
River.  For  me,  it  was  also  affirmation  of  my  belief  that  the  stories  behind  a  coin's  origin  are 
many  times  more  interesting  than  its  rarity,  mintage  or  market  value.  This  I  find  particularlv 
true  of  U.S.  commemoratives,  as  too  many  general  numismatic  press  stories  in  the  past  have 
focused  on  market  abuses  rather  than  the  true  purpose  and  the  people  behind  the  original  issue. 
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1  here  s  no  doubt  that  such  abuses  existed,  particularly  with  the  early  20th  century 
commemoratives,  but  many  times  the  preoccupation  with  such  greed  overshadows  a  much 
richer,  uplifting  story. 

I  O  J 

In  the  case  of  the  Elgin  half  dollar  there  was  a  deeply  personal  story  of  one  man's  dream  and 
its  final  realization.  Oct.  11,  2001,  was  a  proud  day  for  the  city  of  Elgin,  the  Rovelstad  family, 
and,  I  am  sure,  an  inspiration  for  numismatists. 


Van  Siiytin 


A  New  Book! 

A  New  Book! 

A  New  Book! 


Just  off  the  printing  presses  of  Amos  Press,  Inc.  (Coin  World)  is  Anthony  Swiatek’s  latest 
book  This  is  the  second  edition  of  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States  Identification 
and  Price  Guide  List  price  is  $16  for  this  6  x  9  x  .75  soft  cover  book.  For  $1 1  plus  $4  shipping, 
SUSCC  members  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  416-page  copy  directly  from  the  author  and  SUSCC 
President,  known  as  “Mr.  Commem.” 

In  my  opinion  this  is  a  book  one  can  actually  use  in  my  opinion  (SUSCC  editor).  With  its 
handy  size  and  lightweight,  it  easily  transportable  to  coin  shows  and  other  events  for  easy  “on 
the  spot”  coin  reference.  If  your  memory  recall  is  like  mine,  this  book  will  help,  when  the 
information  is  needed.  Coverage  of  all  U.S.  commemorative  coins,  including  modern  issues,  is 
included  as  of  the  print  date.  Did  I  mention  that  it  is  also  easy  to  read  and  understand?  For  a 
picture  of  the  book,  see  the  inside  back  cover  or  IBC. 


Thanks  for  the  Donations! 


As  the  Commemorative  Society  members’  envelopes  started  arriving  in  December,  we  were 
pleasantly  surprised  by  how  many  members  included  donations  to  SUSCC.  It  was  sort  of  like 
being  on  a  PBS  TV  station  while  people  phoned  in  pledges... almost!  To  those  wonderful 
SUSCC  members  who  went  the  extra  mile,  you  deserve  a  grand  thank  you!  At  least  one  donor 
has  requested  that  his  name  not  be  printed  in  the  “Trail”  for  obvious  reasons.  A  special  thanks 
from  the  society  go  out  to  the  following  individuals:  J.  Diefenbach,  Jr.,  B.  Shuler,  J.  Whelan,  R.  & 
J  Mercer,  R  Mitchell,  D  Robertson,  J.  Zaumeyer  and  M.  Steelman. 
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Society  of  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 

December  31 , 2001 

A  brief  report. ..  (As  Read  to  the  SUSCC  attendees  at  the  FUN  Show) 

Late  in  November,  both  my  wife  Mary  and  myself*  agreed  to  take  over  the 
SUSCC  functions  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  As  such,  both  of  us  function  as 
Treasurer(s)  and  I  (Gary)  function  as  the  Secretary. 

On  December  1 , 2001  we  took  possession  of  the  SUSCC  treasury  materials 
from  the  Yahaloms,  who  have  resigned.  We  promptly  sorted  through  the  material 
and  found  that  there  was  plenty  of  work  to  be  done.  One  can  still  say  that  we  still 
have  most  of  the  hair  on  our  heads!  (grin)  We  have  opened  up  a  new  SUSCC 
checking  account  at  Downey  S  &  L  near  us. 

Dues  requests  were  mailed  out  about  a  week  later.  At  this  time  we  have 
received  about  half  of  what  we  mailed  out  with  dues  and  even  some  donations, 
etc.  They  are  arriving  at  a  rate  of  5  to  10  per  day,  except  Sunday.  Of  the  dues 
paying  members,  some  have  paid  for  additional  years.  Others  have  made 
donations  to  the  Society  ranging  from  $10  to  $60  in  addition  to  paying  dues.  For 
this,  we  say,  thank  you  for  your  generosity. 

As  of  the  last  day  of  year  2001 ,  the  Society  has  305  members.  Two  have  sent 
notices  of  resignation.  Twenty-seven  (edited  2-1-02)  are  life  members  (LM).  One 
of  the  SUSCC  life  members  has  moved  and  has  not  sent  in  a  change  of  address. 
Where  is  Valerie  Olander?  We  are  in  the  process  of  locating  member  numbers 
for  fourteen  regular  members. 

T reasury  of  SUSCC  as  of  December  31 ,  2001 . . . 

Downey  S  &  L  checking  account,  $2918.50 
Downey  S  &  L  CD  (matures  3-2-02),  $13,692.50 
Santa  Barbara  Bank  checking  account,  $1479.14 
Santa  Barbara  Money  Market  account,  $749.84 
Total  money  assets  =  $18,839.98 

The  printer  has  been  paid  for  the  Fall  2001  issue  of  the  journal.  The  Editor’s 
stipend  and  the  dues  mailing  costs  (postage,  envelopes,  and  labels)  have  not 
been  deducted  from  the  Society. 

Respectfully, 

Gary  Beedon  (Secretary  and  Editor)  (Beedon 

Mary  Beedon  (Treasurer)  .Mauj  (Beedon 

(*  As  of  2-3-02,  Gary  Beedon  will  only  assist  the  SUSCC  Treasurer,  Mary  Beedon) 
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“TRAIL  MIX” 

(E-mail,  Letters  &  Misc.) 


E-mail  from  Ray  Mercer 

Raymond355(a  aol.com  December  27,  2001 


Greetings,  Gary! 

It  was  with  interest  and  some  amusement  I  read  "Have  You  Seen  This  Holder"  by  Dave  Provost. 
Almost  30  years  ago,  I  encountered  this  same  holder,  but  haven't  seen  another  one  again  until  I  opened 
my  latest  edition  of  the  Trail. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  I  owned  and  operated  a  retail  coin  store  in  Stamford,  Connecticut  from 
the  early  70s  to  1980.  During  the  course  of  business,  it  was  not  unusual  for  me  to  buy  from  the  public 
numismatic  odd  lots,  hoards  and  collections.  One  day  a  fellow  came  in  to  sell  me  his  coins.  He  had 
inherited  his  father's  collection  and  had  added  to  it  over  the  years,  but  now  needed  money  to  help  fund  a 
down  payment  on  a  home  for  one  of  his  own  children. 

As  we  were  going  over  his  coins,  he  reminisced  about  his  boyhood  in  Minneapolis.  Complete  with 
stories  about  heavy  snowfall  and  the  bitter  cold.  He  also  told  me  of  accompanying  his  father  to  buy  coins. 
All  in  all,  we  had  a  fun  chat. 

In  with  the  collection  were  a  dozen  or  so  of  these  cardboard  holders.  He  had  two  different  types; 
three  holes  and  four.  They  were  made  of  the  same  material  as  the  black  Cincinnati  P-D-S  holders  one 
occasionally  encounters.  These  holders  contained  mainly  commemoratives  along  with  a  few  proof 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars.  If  my  memory  serves  me  well,  the  commemoratives  were  nothing  special. 
They  were  far  from  a  complete  type  set.  The  pre-1930  commemoratives  were  circulated  and  heavily 
cleaned.  The  post  1930  examples  all  common.  There  were  duplicates  of  the  common  types.  Obviously, 
these  coins  had  been  placed  haphazardly  in  these  holders  merely  for  storage. 

However,  I  too  was  curious  about  the  Norse  Medal  printed  on  the  holders.  The  collection  contained 
none  of  these  medals,  incidentally.  The  seller  told  me  Elias  Rasmussen  was  his  father's  com  dealer  back 
in  Minneapolis  in  the  old  days.  Apparently,  Rasmussen,  proud  of  his  Nordic  heritage,  simply  used  the 
Norse  Medal  as  a  logo  for  his  business.  Not  unlike  how  some  dealers  incorporate  their  favorite  coins  into 
their  logo  today.  When  commemoratives  were  all  the  rage  back  in  the  1930s,  this  fellow,  Rasmussen,  had 
these  holders  printed  up  with  his  name  and  address  to  promote  his  business.  There  were  also  some  paper, 
2x2  coin  envelopes  with  this  dealer's  name  on  them,  but  I  don't  recall  a  Norse  Medal  illustration. 

Well,  I  hope  my  little  story  has  been  helpful.  I'm  sure  you'll  get  more  detailed  feedback  from  members 
in  the  Minneapolis  area.  Although  no  longer  dealing  in  coins,  I  still  look  forward  to  reading  my  Trail. 
Keep  up  the  good  work!  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say  "Hi"  to  Anthony  and  all  my  other  old 
pals.  I  think  of  all  of  you! 

Best  wishes, 

Ray  Mercer  R-20 
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E-mail  from  Richard  J.  Kolodziej 

December  20.  2001 


Dear  folks: 

Since  I  no  longer  collect  U.S.  Commemorative  coins  (or  any  other  coins)  and  only  own  a  few,  I  have  no 
reason  to  continue  my  membership  in  SUSCC.  I  am  therefore  notifying  you  that  I  am  not  renewing  my 
membership.  It's  been  fun  knowing  some  of  the  old-timers  in  the  club,  some  of  whom  have  passed  on  or 
have  otherwise  gone  trom  the  scene.  I  wish  you  and  the  club  all  the  success  possible  in  the  future. 

Very  sincerely, 

Richard  J.  Kolodziej 
Member  #  R-414 


Letter  from  Thomas  M.  Barosko 


Dear  Gary: 


Jan.  8,  2002 


By  now  I  am  sure  that  you  have  read  the  two  articles  by  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin,  one  in  the  November  27th, 
2001  edition  of  the  Numismatic  News  concerning  the  dedication  and  unveiling  of  the  Pioneer  Memorial 
Statue,  designed  by  Trygve  Rovelstad.  back  in  the  1930’s,  and  the  second  as  a  viewpoint  in  the  January 
15th,  2002  N.N.  My  wife  Margie  and  I  had  toured  the  Rovelstad  studio  along  with  Robert,  and  Don  and 
Helen  Carmody,  and  viewed  the  plaster  statue,  as  well  as  the  many  other  works  of  the  Rovelstad  family. 

We  also  attended  the  Dedication  and  Unveiling  of  the  statue  on  November  1 1th  of  2001,  and  took  a 
number  of  pictures  of  the  ceremony.  Robert’s  articles  cover  all  of  this,  which  I  hope  can  be  published  in 
an  upcoming  journal.  The  journals  will  be  kept  longer  than  the  newspapers,  which  is  as  it  should  be.  I 
have  written  to  Robert  and  he  has  (I  hope)  corresponded  all  of  this  to  you  by  now. 

I  am  enclosing  the  program  that  was  given  out  that  day,  as  well  as  just  one  picture,  (Robert  took  many) 
showing  the  crowd  viewing  the  unveiling  from  the  riverside. 

If  you  can  use  this,  do  so,  but  if  possible  return  it  to  me,  for  my  record,  when  you  are  finished  with  it.  1  do 
hope  you  will  consider  this  material. 

You  and  Mary  are  doing  a  great  job,  but  I  hope  that  you  don’t  bum  out. 


Take  care. 


jfuL/tuid  ‘Bautd/ui 


Thomas  M.  Barosko 
P.0.  Box  205 

Fox  Lake,  IL  60020—0205 

P.S.  Here  it  is  January  8th,  and  we  haven’t  had  enough  snow  to  unwrap  the  snow  shovels. 
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Dedication  and  unveiling  of  tl\e  (Slqin  statue  on 

j\)  ovember  I  lt!\  of  200^1  (Plioto  by  Tkomas  Sarosko) 
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.4  Story  of  Heritage,  Preservation  and  Renewal 


ork  on  the  Pioneer  Family  Memorial  was  begun  in  the 
early  1930s  by  Trygve  Rovelstad,  an  internationally 
known  artist  and  Elgin  native.  Mr.  Rovelstad’s  work 


on  the  large  plaster  of  paris  sculpture  was  completed  with  the  help 
of  his  daughter  in  1985. 

The  Pioneer  Family  Memorial  sculpture  represents  three  phases 
of  pioneering  in  America.  The  Central  group  depicts  the  Settlers. 
Preceding  them  is  the  Scout  and  following  is  the  Youth.  The 
sculpture  is  representative  of  the  common  folk  who  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  to  settle  on  the  vast  forest  and  prairie  lands 
of  Illinois  and  America. 

The  Pioneer  Father  (whose  bust  is  an  idealized  version  of  Elgin 
founder  James  Gifford)  is  looking  ahead  and  pointing  out  the 
richness  of  the  new  lands  where  he  will  build  his  home  and  future. 
The  Pioneer  Mother  is  portrayed  as  an  heroic  woman,  clad  in  a 
homespun  gown,  holding  her  first  born  babe,  to  whom  she  looks 
with  love.  She  is  a  symbol  of  the  loyalty  and  strength  of  those 
women  wrho  raised  their  families  in  a  new  and  wild  country. 

The  Pioneer  Scout  was  the  leader  in  the  westward  march,  who, 
though  nameless,  will  always  be  remembered. 

The  Pioneer  Youth  is  depicted  next  to  a  scroll,  indicative  of  knowl¬ 
edge  and  plans  for  the  future. 


Vhe  Pioneer  Family  Memorial  is  a  commemorative  piece  to 
the  area’s  pioneer  ancestors,  a  memorial  to  the  heritage  of 
this  proud  Illinois  riverfront  community,  and  a  rediscovered 
artistic  gem.  The  Foundation  believes  that  the  piece  represents  an 
important  part  of  the  revitalization  of  the  community,  recognizing 
and  honoring  as  it  does,  a  proud  past  and  a  promising  future.  Elgin 
is  a  community  which  values  historic  preservation.  This  monument 
gives  Elgin  the  unique  opportunity  to  preserve  an  important  1930s 
neo-classical  work  of  art,  as  well  as  saving  a  valuable  reminder  of 
the  past  for  future  generations. 

The  Pioneer  Memorial  Foundation  began  their  Home  for  the  Pioneer 
Family  fundraising  campaign  with  the  generous  gift  of  a  display 
home  for  the  plaster  of  paris  work  in  Elgin  Community  College’s 
Visual  and  Performing  Arts  Center  in  September,  1999.  This  was 
followed  by  a  contribution  from  the  Elgin  Cultural  Arts  Commission 
in  December,  1999. 

By  August,  2000,  the  foundation  had  raised  sufficient  funds  to  have 
the  sculpture  sent  to  the  foundry  for  casting.  Over  150  individuals, 
organizations  and  businesses  contributed  to  the  campaign.  All  of 
those  who  contributed  over  $250  had  the  opportunity  to  have  their 
name  engraved  on  a  bronze  plaque  located  at  the  site. 

Over  65  years  have  passed  since  Mr.  Rovelstad  began  work  on 
this  memorial.  The  dedication  today  celebrates  his  work,  the 
Foundation’s  perseverance,  and  the  contributors’  generosity. 

This  monument  should  become  a  signature  piece  for  the  city 
of  Elgin. 
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Susan  N.  Moylan 
Leo  Nelson 
Dr.  Clare  M.  Ollayos 
Dr.  Jim  Pinto 
Donald  P.  Quillman 
Tom  Rakow 
F.  John  Steffen 
Jack  Shales 
Daniel  Zack 
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Roger  G.  Bear  Peggy  A.  Youngren 

William  C.  Doty  Steven  A.  Youngren 


The  St.  Charles  Group  -  Elizabeth  &  Guy  Bellaver,  consultants 


Harry  Blizzard 
Molly  Block 
Bob  Carlile 
Tom  Flanigan 
Lee  A.  Gaul 
Dr.  Paul  Heath 
Ralph  Helm 
Sandra  Kaptain 
Alfred  Y.  Kirkland,  Jr. 
Phil  Komornik 
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PIONEER  FAMILY  MEMORIAL 

Sculptor  Trygve  A  Rovelstad 

DEDICATED  WITH  THE  SUPPORT  OF  CITIZENS  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  THE 
FOX  VALLEY,  CITY  OF  ELGIN,  KANE  COUNTY  AND  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 

A  Home  for  the  Pioneer  Family  Committee: 


Harry  Blizzard 
Molly  Block 
Bob  Carlile 
Tom  Flanigan 
Lee  A.  Gaul 


Dr.  Pa u I  Heath  Susan  N.  Moylan 
Ralph  Helm  Leo  Nelson 

Sandra  Kaptain  Dr.  Clare  M.  Ollayos 
Alfred  Y.  Kirkland  Jr.  Dr.  Jim  Pinto 
Phil  Komornik  Donald  P.  Quillman 


Tom  Rakow 
F.  John  Steffen 
Jack  Shales 
Daniel  Zack 


Pioneer  Memorial  Foundation  of  Illinois,  Inc. 

Roger  G.  Bear  William  C.  Doty  Peggy  A.  Youngren  Steven  A.  Youngren 
The  St.  Charles  Group-Elizabeth  C.O.  Bellaver  &  Guy  J.  Bellaver,  Consultants 

City  of  Elgin 

City  Manager  Joyce  A.  Parker 

Council  Members: 


Mayor  Ed  Schock 


Juan  Figueroa 
Robert  Gilliam 


Ruth  Munson 
John  Walters 


Stuart  Wasiiowski 
Marie  Yearman 


Platinum  Donors 

City  of  Elgin 

Elgin  Cultural  Arts  Commission 
Kane  County  Forest  Preserve  District 
New  Century  Partnership  for  Elgin 
State  of  Illinois 

Representative  Douglas  Hoeft 
Senator  Steven  Rauschenberger 

Dedicated  in  2001  to  the  city  of  Elgin 

Bronze  plaques  presented 
By  The  Rotary  Club  of  Elgin  and 
The  Rotary  Club  of  Elgin  •  Breakfast 


Gold  Donors 
Brady  &  Jensen 
IHC  Group,  Inc. 

M.I.C.,  Inc. 

The  Rotary  Club  of  Elgin 
Gloria  G.  Rovelstad 
Steven  &  Peggy  Youngren 
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orn  September  27,  1903  in  Elgin,  Illinois  of  Norwegian 
immigrant  parents,  Trygve  Rovelstad  attended  famous 
sculptor  Lorado  Taft’s  Midway  Studio  in  Chicago  as  a 
student  from  1922-25  and  later  served  as  Taft’s  studio/stage  assistant 
froml928-30.  After  Taft’s  studio,  Rovelstad  attended  the  University 
of  Washington. 


He  designed  the  Pioneer  Medal  and  then  in  1936  designed  and 
sculpted  the  Elgin  Centennial  Half  Dollar,  a  U.S.  coin  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  During  World  War  II,  Rovelstad  was  Heraldic 
Artist  and  then  the  first  Medalist  Sculptor  of  the  War  Department, 
designing  and  sculpting  such  well  known  Army  decorations  as  the 
Combat  Infantry  Badge,  Occupation  of  Germany  Medal,  The  Bronze 
Star,  Legion  of  Merit,  and  Unit  Blue  Citation  Badge.  In  1946,  he 
was  chosen  as  editor  and  designer  of  the  great  “American  Roll  of 
Honor”.  This  Memorial  Book  was  presented  by  General  Eisenhower 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  for  display  in  the  American  Chapel,  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  in  London.  The  American  Roll  of  Honor  is  the  largest 
manuscript  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Its  watercolor  paintings  are 
illuminated  in  gold,  and  hand  inscribed  on  velum  are  the  names 
and  ranks  of  over  28,000  American  servicemen  who  died  in  defense 
of  Britain  during  World  War  II. 

He  was  commissioned  by  the  Illinois  Legislature  in  1952  to  create 
a  life-size  bronze  statue  of  State  Senator  Richard  J.  Barr.  The  Barr 
Statue  resides  in  the  Capitol  Rotunda. 


Sculptor  Trygve  Rovelstad  died  on  June  8,  1990  at  age  86. 
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Pioneer  Memorial 


By  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin 

On  a  sunny  fall  day,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Fox  River  in  Elgin,  Ill.,  something 
happened  that  many  likely  thought  would 
never  happen,  sculptor  and  coin  designer 
Trygve  Rovelstad's  recently  bronzed 
Pioneer  Memorial  was  unveiled  at  its 
permanent  site,  near  the  Kimball  Street 
Bridge. 

It  was  Veterans  Day  2001  Nov.  11, 
exactly  two  months  after  the  terrorist 
attacks  of  Sept.  11,  a  fitting  day  not  only 
because  of  the  statue's  theme  — one  of 
pioneering  spirit  and  American  persever¬ 
ance  m  the  face  of  adversity —  but  because 
of  Rovelstad's  considerable  work  during 
World  War  II  as  first  medallist/ sculptor  for 
the  War  Department,  designing  manv  of  the 
nation's  military  awards. 

Commemorative  collectors,  of  course, 
best  remember  Rovelstad  for  his  1936  Elgin 
centennial  half  dollar,  which  depicts  the 
head  of  the  pioneer  scout  from  Rovelstad's 
memorial  on  the  obverse  and  the  Pioneer 
Memorial  on  the  reverse. 

The  memorial  shows  a  wilderness  scout, 
based  on  the  French  explorer  Joliet,  with 
rifle  at  ready,  leading  a  group  of  would-be 
settlers.  Among  the  pioneers  is  James  T. 
Gifford,  who  along  with  his  brother 
Hezekiah,  founded  Elgin.  James'  wife,  with 
her  baby  (representing  their  hopes  for  the 
future),  and  a  pioneer  youth,  with  staff 
(looking  back  as  to  suggest  that  the  younger 
generation  learns  from  studying  the  past), 
complete  the  grouping. 


Rovelstad  began  the  sculpture  in  the 
1930s  but  a  shortage  of  funding  stalled  the 
project.  For  much  of  the  remainder  of  the 
20th  century  the  Pioneer  Memorial, 
completed  in  1985  with  the  help  of  his 
daughter  Annie,  remained  in  a  suburban 
Elgin  home  converted  into  a  studio.  There  it 
continually  brought  gasps  of  wonder  from 
those  who  came  to  visit  and  show  then- 
support  for  the  internationally  renowned 
sculptor. 

Born  on  Sept.  27,  1903,  Rovelstad 

discovered  early  in  life  that  he  had  a  special 
gift  for  art.  "The  urge  to  become  an  artist 
began  when  as  a  small  boy,"  he  wrote  in  his 
brochure.  Beautiful,  "I  spent  hours  carving 
a  bowie  knife,  and  bow  and  arrows,  a  gun, 
or  just  drawing  and  painting." 

Following  high  school,  Rovelstad 
studied  at  several  prestigious  art  schools, 
including  Lorado  Taft's  famous  Midway 
Studios  in  Chicago,  serving  from  1922-1925 
as  Taft's  assistant. 

In  the  early  1930s,  when  Elgin  was 
looking  to  commemorate  its  founder,  James 
T.  Gifford,  Elgin  mayor  Earl  Kelley  turned 
to  Rovelstad  to  sculpt  a  memorial  statue  of 
Gifford.  The  origmal  site  for  the  statue  was 
to  have  been  that  of  the  first  Elgin 
settlement,  donated  by  the  Gifford  family 
for  use  as  a  park  and  playground. 

The  project  was  put  on  hold  while 
Rovelstad  was  in  Paris  studying  at  the 
Louvre.  By  the  time  he  returned  to  Elgin,  he 
had  decided  to  expand  his  work  into  a 
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grouping  of  five  figures  that  would  not  only 
honor  Gifford  and  his  family  but  also,  as  he 
wrote  in  Beautiful,  “those  who  have  blazed 
the  trails,  who  have  conquered  the  soil,  and 
who  have  built  an  empire  in  the  land  of  the 
Illini." 

Originally,  the  12-foot  grouping  was  to 
have  been  placed  on  a  pedestal  decorated 
with  panels  celebrating  the  historv  of  the 
Midwest,  raising  the  statue  10  feet  off  of  the 
ground.  Unfortunately,  by  the  time 
Rovelstad  began  work  on  the  memorial,  citv 
officials  had  decided  against  a  statue. 
Having  received  a  donation  of  telephone 
poles  from  the  local  telephone  company, 
they  opted  to  build  a  replica  log  cabin 
instead. 

With  the  help  of  Works  Progress 
Administration  funds,  Rovelstad  was  able 
to  begin  laving  foundations  and  walks  in 
the  Elgin  park,  and,  with  additional  funds, 
work  on  the  grouping  — housed  at  first  in  an 
empty  fire  station  — progressed.  But  federal 
funds  ran  out  and  Rovelstad  found  himself 
and  his  statue  faced  with  eviction.  In  the 
end,  he  was  forced  to  build  his  own  studio 
to  continue  the  work. 

In  1935,  Rovelstad's  Pioneer  medal, 
celebrating  the  city's  centennial  and 
promoting  his  Pioneer  Memorial,  was 
released.  With  the  help  of  Illinois 
Congressman  Chauncey  Reed,  a  bill  was 
introduced  in  Congress  for  a 
commemorative  coin,  with  the  aim  of 
raising  funds  for  the  statue's  completion. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Elgin  half 
dollar's  coinage  moved  slowly  through 
Congress  and  did  not  receive  approval  until 
June  1936,  a  year  after  the  official  Elgin 
centennial.  Ultimately,  25,015  coins  were 
struck,  with  15  reserved  for  assay.  The 
remainder  were  marketed  at  $1.50  each.  Of 
this  total,  5,000  were  eventually  returned  to 
the  Mint  for  melting. 

Besides  the  funds  raised  from  the  Elgin 
coin  sales,  additional  federal  and  state 


funding  was  sought,  but  failed  to  come 
through. 

During  World  War  II,  Rovelstad's 
grouping  went  into  storage,  while 
Rovelstad  headed  to  Washington,  D.C., 
where  he  served  as  an  artist  in  the  heraldic 
division  of  the  quartermasters  corps,  and 
became  the  War  Department's  first 
medallist/  sculptor.  Among  his  notable 
works  duiing  this  period  was  the  Combat 
Infantry  Badge. 

In  1945,  Rovelstad  became  a 
sculptor/ instructor  at  the  U.S.  Army 
University  in  Shrivenham,  England,  which 
ultimately  gained  him  a  commission  to 
produce  the  American  Roll  of  Honor.  This 
massive  473-page  book  weighed  70  pounds 
and  featured  the  hand-inscribed  names  and 
ranks  of  more  than  28,000  American 
servicemen  who  died  in  defense  of  Great 
Britain  before  D-Day.  The  book,  prepared  in 
vellum  (calfskin)  and  including  watercolors 
by  Rovelstad,  can  be  viewed  in  the 
American  Memorial  Chapel  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  in  London.  It  includes 
inscriptions  provided  by  Gen.  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower,  who  upon  seeing  Rovelstad's 
work  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  “Beautiful.'' 

Rovelstad  also  designed  nearly  20 
commemorative  medals,  including  the 
World  War  I  U.S.  Army  of  Occupation  of 
Germany  medal,  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Foun¬ 
dation  medal,  the  Illinois  Sesquicentennial 
medal,  the  Logan  Hay  medal  of  the  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln  Association,  the  Chicago  Com 
Club  50th  anniversary  medal,  the  Chicago 
Fire  100th  anniversary  medal,  the  “I  Will" 
medal,  the  101st  Airborne  Division  Associ¬ 
ation  25th  anniversary  medal,  the  Captive 
Nations  Week  10th  anniversary  medal,  and 
several  others. 

Rovelstad  died  in  1990  without  realizing 
the  goal  of  seeing  the  Pioneer  Memorial 
bronzed.  For  several  years  more,  it 
remained  in  the  suburban  Elgin  studio, 
where  his  wife  Gloria  graciously  greeted 
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numismatists  looking  to  see  the  statue 
depicted  on  the  Elgin  coin.  In  1999,  she 
died. 

On  Nov.  11,  2001,  with  daughter  Annie 
Rovelstad-Lucky  in  attendance,  the  dream 
of  seeing  Rovelstad's  famous  statue 
bronzed  and  installed  at  a  public  site  finally 
became  a  reality  through  the  guidance  of 
the  Pioneer  Memorial  Foundation  of  Illinois 
(established  in  1957)  and  more  than 
$400,000  in  contributions  from  state,  local, 
and  private  sources. 

Addressing  a  large  crowd  gathered  for 
the  dedication  ceremonies.  Pioneer  Mem¬ 
orial  Foundation  president  Steve  Youngren 
declared  that  it  was  a  special  day  for  the 
nation  and  Elgin. 

“The  events  of  the  past  two  months 
underscore  the  importance  of  Veterans  Day 
2001,"  Youngren  began.  “Today  we 
remember  not  only  those  who  served  and 
struggled  for  our  freedoms  in  the  past,  we 
are  mindful  and  grateful  to  those  who  serve 
and  struggle  for  us  now.  We  thank  the  men 
and  women  of  our  Armed  Forces  here  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad  and  our  police 
and  fire  fighting  professionals. 

“Veterans  Day  2001  is  a  special  day  for 
another  reason  for  the  city  of  Elgin.  Today 
we  welcome  home  the  bronze  Pioneer 
Family  Memorial  statue  by  Elgin  native  and 
internationally  renowned  artist,  the  late 
Trygve  A.  Rovelstad. 

“This  sculpture  is  a  significant  part  of 
Elgin's  history.  Trygve  began  the  Pioneer 
Family  Memorial  in  the  1930s.  After  more 
than  50  years  of  working  on  it,  finished  the 
plaster  of  pans  Pioneer  model  in  1985  with 
the  help  of  his  daughter,  Annie  Rovelstad- 
Lucky,  who  is  here  with  us  today.” 
Rovelstad-Lucky  worked  on  the  figure  of 
the  scout  and  other  design  elements. 

“In  1936,  the  U.S.  Government  minted 
Trygve's  design  of  the  Elgin  centennial  half 
dollar  commemorative  com,  which  depicts 
the  Elgin  pioneer  family  on  one  side  and  the 
pioneer  scout  on  the  other,"  Youngren  said. 


“Through  time,  this  legal  tender  coin  has 
become  prized  by  the  numismatic 
community,  who  link  both  its  origin  to  the 
city  of  Elgin  and  sculptor  Trygve 
Rovelstad." 

Youngren  then  thanked  those  who 
helped  with  the  project,  including  foun¬ 
dation  director  William  C.  Doty;  foundation 
secretary/ treasurer  Peggy  A.  Youngren, 
Youngren's  wife;  and  Roger  G.  Bear, 
foundation  vice  president,  who  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  gaining  the  services  of  St.  Charles 
Group  (Elizabeth  and  Guy  Bellaver), 
professional  consultants  who  conducting  a 
feasibility  study  and  assembling  the  fund¬ 
raising  committees. 

“I  cannot  say  enough  about  the  A  Home 
for  the  Pioneer  Family  fund-raising  and 
advisory  committees,"  Youngren  continued. 
“Over  the  past  26  months  the  19  prominent 
and  gifted  Elginites  provided  their  time, 
ideas,  financial  resources  and  good  names 
to  get  the  Pioneer  Family  Memorial 
erected." 

Monetary  funding,  Youngren  said,  came 
from  several  sources,  including  the  Elgin 
Arts  Commission,  which  donated  $37,317; 
the  City  of  Elgin,  which  gave  $75,000;  the 
State  of  Illinois,  which  provided  $150,000; 
and  the  Kane  County  Forest  Preserve 
District,  which  gave  $75,000.  Other 
substantial  cash  donations  and  “in  kind" 
service  donations  were  received  from  more 
than  150  businesses,  organizations,  and 
private  individuals. 

Also  addressing  those  in  attendance 
were  State  Rep.  Doug  Hoeft  and  State  Sen. 
Steve  Raushenberger,  both  of  whom  were 
instrumental  in  gaining  separate  state 
grants  for  the  project;  jack  Cook,  of  the 
Kane  County  Board  and  Forest  Preserve 
District;  and  Elgin  Mayor  Ed  Schock. 

Hoeft  told  the  gathering  that  it  was  near 
the  site  of  statue,  between  the  Kimball  Street 
Bridge  and  Chicago  Street,  that  it  is  believed 
the  Gifford  brothers  first  came  ashore."  1 
think  this  absolutely  the  perfect  site  for  this 
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statue  because  it  is  Elgin's  first  doorway," 
Hoeft  said  of  the  placement  of  Rovelstad's 
grouping  near  where  these  pioneers  first  set 
foot  in  Elgin.  "This  is  where  they  came, 
right  here.  And  so  where  better  to  put  the 
Pioneer  statue  — at  our  doorway,  at  our 
footstep,  where  we  come  and  take  a  look  at 
the  river,  which  is  the  lifeblood  of  the  city, 
and  we  can  also  look  at  our  past?" 

Mayor  Schock,  who  marked  the  statue's 
installation  as  part  of  a  planned  $4.5  million 
riverfront  renovation  project,  added,  "It  is 
altogether  fitting  that  this  tremendous 
sculpture  be  located  on  Elgin's  riverfront,  as 
Rep.  Hoeft  so  accurately  chronicled,  Elgin's 
birthplace  was  right  here  on  the  river. 
And  this  sculpture  depicts  Elgin's  earliest 
history/  and  it  is  depicted  by  a  person  who 
is  a  prominent  part  of  Elgin  history,  Trygve 
Rovelstad. 

"Also,  it  is  appropriate  that  it  be  located 
on  the  riverfront  because  not  only  is  the 
riverfront  our  birthplace  but  it  also 
represents  our  future  in  a  different  manner, 
not  as  a  tool  in  an  engine  for  Elgin's 
industrialization  and  its  economy  but  as  a 
place  for  all  of  Elgin's  citizens,  present  and 
future,  to  enjoy." 

Following  the  ceremony,  the  public  was 
invited  to  join  city  and  state  officials  and 
Rovelstad's  daughter  at  the  front  of  the 
statue  for  its  unveiling. 

Asked  how  she  felt  once  the  draping 
dropped  from  her  father's  statue, 
Rovelstad-Lucky  told  the  author,  "I'm 
absolutely  delighted.  I  am  very,  very 
happy.'' 

Foundation  vice  president  Bear,  who  has 
worked  on  the  project  for  a  number  of 
years,  and,  as  Elgin  Coin  Club  president 
Doug  Nelson  explained,  regularly  kept  the 
local  coin  club  updated  on  the  progress 
toward  its  completion,  was  also  quite  happy 
to  be  standing  in  front  of  the  Pioneer 
Memorial. 

"When  I  came  to  Elgin  30  years  ago  as  a 
coin  collector  1  wanted  to  meet  Trygve 


Rovelstad,  who  designed  the  Elgin  half 
dollar,"  Bear  told  the  author.  "I  not  only 
met  him,  and  got  lus  autograph,  but  he  gave 
me  an  hour  of  his  time.  He  told  me  about 
his  sculpture  he  was  putting  up.  And  I  got 
involved  in  the  foundation  30  years  ago  and 
I've  been  working  ever  since  to  get  this 
done. 

"I  am  just  super  thrilled  to  stand  here 
and  really  just  happy.  We  finally  got  this 
magnificent  piece  of  art  up  for  the 
numismatic  community  and  the  art 
community." 

"I  think  it's  a  focal  point  for  the 
regeneration  and  refurbishing  of  downtown 
Elgin,"  added  foundation  president 
Youngren.  "Elgin  residents  will  be  able  to 
bring  their  friends  here  and  familv  here 
when  they  come  to  visit.  It  is  going  to  be  a 
place  to  congregate. 

"As  Mayor  Schock  said,  we  are  bringing 
the  river  back  to  the  citizens.  We  are  going 
to  make  it  accessible  to  the  public  and  it's  so 
exciting  after  all  these  years,  and  everybody 
in  the  coin  hobby  knows  how  long  it  has 
been. 

"You  know,  I  heard  stories  when  I  first 
started  out  with  the  foundation,  in  the  late 
1970s,  that  coin  collectors  would  come  here 
to  Elgin  and  they  would  go  to  the  chamber 
of  commerce  and  they  would  go  to  the 
municipal  building,  and  ask,  'Where  is  the 
Pioneer  Memorial  sculpture?'  And  they 
would  have  to  say,  'Well,  it  hasn't  been 
erected  yet.  It's  in  Trygve  Rovelstad's 
studio.'" 

"Well,  now  it's  here.  Now  it's  in  a  place 
where  coin  collectors  can  come  and  see  the 
actual  sculpture.  And  I'm  pleased  for 
veterans,  who  knew  of  Trygve's  work  for 
the  War  Department,  and  the  coin  collecting 
community,  who  treasure  the  Elgin 
centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  coin. 
It  is  an  exciting  day  for  all  of  us."  ry, 
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Upper  view  of  Pioneer  Memorial  in  Trygve  Rovelstad’s  studio.  (Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 
Rovelstad  pointing  to  head  of  scout.  (Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 
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Anthony,  Gloria  and  Trygve  showing  second  castings  of  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollar. 

(Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 

Trygve  Rovelstad  holding  mounted  castings.  (Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 


il 


Bronze  Star  as  designed  by 
Trygve  Rovelstad  in  1943. 
(Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 


Trygve  Rovelstad’s 
master  model  for 
the  Bronze  Star. 

(Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 
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Anthony  Swiatek  poses 
With  pair  of  “I  WILL”  wings. 
Trygve  Rovelstad  holds 
one  wing  while  Gloria-Ann 
holds  the  other  wing. 
(Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 


George  Kerner  and  Anthony 
Swiatek  pose  with  the  large 
“I  WILL”  head.  Statue  is  for 
the  Chicago  Harbor. 

(Photo  by  Swiatek  1982) 


24 


The  Isabella  Quarter 

by  Bill  Cregan 


Since  the  1890's  the  majority  of 
commemorative  coins  have  been  half 
dollars.  Up  until  1999,  with  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  50  states  circulating 
commemorative  state  quarter  series,  there 
had  been  only  one  commemorative  quarter 
issued.  It  was  the  Isabella  quarter  minted 
way  back  in  1893,  and  sold  at  the 
Columbian  World's  fair  in  Chicago  in  that 
year  for  $1. 

Compared  with  other  commemoratives 
sold  over  the  years  and  the  popularity  of  so 
many  of  them,  the  Isabella  quarter  has  had 
trouble  competing.  Its  mintage  is  small  so  it 
is  not  suitable  for  mass  sales  promorions.  In 
addition,  it  celebrates  a  woman,  that  with 
the  exception  of  the  Special  Olympics 
commemorative  dollar  of  1995,  bestows 
upon  it  a  unique  and  compelling  theme  in  a 
time  when  most  women  were  homemakers, 
domestics,  labored  in  factories,  or  worked 
in  menial  clerical  jobs. 

The  Isabella  quarter  was  the  work  of 
Chief  Mint  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber,  the 
designer  of  the  familiar  circulating  dimes, 
quarters,  and  halves  from  that  era.  The 


Isabella  Quarter  is  also  one  of  the  best 
examples  of  his  work. 

He  chose  for  his  obverse  a  stylized 
crowned  bust  of  Queen  Isabella  of  Spam, 
who  you  will  remember,  financed  the 
voyages  of  Columbus  to  the  New  World  by 
pledging  her  crown  jewels.  For  the  reverse 
Barber  created  a  kneeling  female  with  a 
distaff  and  spindle  that  symbolizes 
women's  industry.  The  reverse  legend 
reads  "Board  of  Lady  Managers,  Columbian 
Quar  Dol." 

Complementing  its  uniqueness  as  a 
denomination,  its  graceful  and  intricate 
design,  and  its  women's  theme  makes  it 
incomparable  to  any  other  commemorative 
coin  ever  issued.  While  some  commem¬ 
oratives  have  that  "fleet  look"  meaning  that 
some  issues  look  the  same,  cannot  be  said 
for  the  Isabella  quarter.  It  is  a  beautiful  coin 
and  a  genuine  classic. 

The  Board  of  Lady  Managers  who  helped 
make  the  Chicago  Columbian  exposition 
such  a  success  and  who  sponsored  the 
Isabella  quarter  to  raise  money  to  keep  the 
exposition  going  were  disappointed  by  the 
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coin's  slow  sales.  1  he  coin  cost  $1,  while  its 
competitor  the  famous  Columbian  half 
dollar  with  the  head  of  Columbus  sold  for 
the  same  price.  To  most  coin  collectors  and 
souvenir  hunters  at  the  fair,  the  half  dollar 
was  the  best  buy. 

When  Worlds  Columbian  Exposition 
closed  in  late  October  1893,  there  were  still 
In, 000  unsold  Isabella  quarters  out  of  a 
mintage  of  only  40,000  pieces.  These  coins 
were  returned  to  the  Philadelphia  mint  and 
melted,  leaving  a  net  mintage  of  24,214 
coins  sold.  It  appears  over  time  that  these 
coins  were  well  distributed  by  individuals 
who  bought  them  at  the  fair,  and  who  came 
by  rail  from  the  Western  and  Midwestern 
United  States  to  Chicago,  the  metropolis  of 
Mid  America. 

Due  to  this,  the  Isabella  is  an  infrequently 
seen  coin,  especially  within  the  Commem¬ 
orative  series  when  compared  to  later  issues 
with  lower  mintages  that  are  readily 
available.  When  this  coin  is  located,  it  has 
usually  been  cleaned  and  processed,  and 
original  circulated  coins  are  scarce.  Pristine 
uncirculated  specimens  are  rare. 

Any  experienced  commemorative  com 
hunter  knows  the  significance  of  an  original 
Isabella  quarter.  It  is  a  find,  and  it  is 
priced  accordingly.  According  to  Krause 
Publication's  COIN  PRICES,  an  almost 
uncirculated  piece  sells  for  $450,  a  select 
uncirculated  version  (MS63),  sells  for  $750. 
At  a  local  coin  show,  I  spotted  a  nice  very 
fine  circulated  piece  offered  by  a  bullion 
dealer  for  $225.  The  coin  sold  fast. 

The  Isabella  quarter  has  much  going  for 
it,  a  unique  denomination,  a  great  design 
and  unusual  theme,  and  true  scarcity.  It 
would  be  hard  to  find  any  other 
commemorative  coin  that  has  all  these 
qualities. 

Over  the  years  I  like  to  think  about  the 
fate  of  many  of  the  Isabella  quarters  that 
were  sold  at  the  Columbian  World's  Fair 
celebrating  the  400th  anniversary  of 
Columbus'  discovery  of  America.  It  is  said 


this  fair  was  the  greatest  of  all  time  in  terms 
of  attendance  and  money  earned.  It  was  a 
prototype  of  all  future  fairs  to  come,  but 
virtually  none  were  ever  able  to  match  it. 

Its  exhibits  revealed  the  material  and 
artistic  achievements  of  America.  The 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts  displayed  the  finest 
works  of  its  sculptors  and  painters.  There 
were  exhibits  in  transportation,  machinery, 
electricity,  milling,  and  agriculture.  There 
were  symposiums  and  lectures  by 
America's  greatest  authors,  philosophers, 
poets,  and  clerics. 

There  were  also  many  informal 
diversions  at  the  fair.  You  could  take  a 
stroll  down  the  electrically  lit  midway  and 
ride  the  world's  largest  Ferris  wheel  that 
shot  150  feet  into  the  sky.  The  midway  also 
had  an  exotic  attraction  called  the  Streets  of 
Cairo  featuring  a  belly  dancer  named  "Little 
Egypt."  If  you  wanted  more,  a  visit  to  the 
"Midget  Village"  was  in  order,  where  you 
could  view  the  biggest  congregation  of 
these  perfectly  proportioned  little  people  in 
the  world. 

In  all,  it  must  have  taken  several  days  to 
see  everything  in  the  690-acre  fair  situated 
on  the  Chicago  lake  front.  Bordering  it  was 
Chicago  itself,  the  gem  of  the  Midwest  and 
the  most  modern  city  in  America  at  the  time 
and  the  home  of  the  original  "skyscraper" 
building.  In  total,  it  must  have  been  a  most 
awesome  and  unforgettable  experience  for 
the  visitors. 

The  Isabella  quarter  was  all  part  of  this, 
taken  home  as  a  prized  souvenir  of  a  great 
fair  and  an  unforgettable,  thrilling 
experience.  Maybe  even  now  some  of  these 
coins  are  hiding  in  old  desks  and  trunks  or 
forgotten  safety  deposit  boxes  awaiting 
discovery.  With  them  may  be  additional 
information  about  where  at  the  fair  the 
coins  were  purchased,  supplying  some 
more  informational  light  on  this  scarce, 
exceedingly  attractive,  and  incomparable 
United  States  commemorative  coin,  that  is 
the  true  "sleeper"  of  the  series.  ^ 
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The  Norse-American 
Centennial  Medals 

of  1925 


By  David  Schmidt 


The  NORSE-AMERICAN  Centennial  Medals  have  an  interesting  history.  Originally,  the 
medals  were  to  have  been  another  of  the  United  States  Commemorative  coin.  When  the 
promoters  approached  the  folks  of  influence  in  Washington,  D.C.  However,  they  were  informed 
that  there  had  been  many  commemorative  coins  issued  in  the  recent  past,  and  that  a  medal 
would  certainly  be  highly  regarded  as  a  memento  to  mark  the  event.  The  commemorating  of  tire 
100th  Anniversary  of  the  first  organized  ship  full  of  Norwegians  to  the  United  States  from 
Norway  was  celebrated  in  a  four-day  affair  in  Minnesota  on  June  6-9,  1925.  Parades,  an  official 
visit  by  President  Coolidge  and  his  wife,  original  musical  compositions,  a  track  meet,  an  art 
show  and  an  excuse  to  take  a  few  days  off  for  hundreds  of  thousand  of  those  with  Norwegian 
blood  took  place.  The  events  were  held  at  the  Minnesota  State  Fairgrounds  in  St.  Paul. 

Congressman  O.J.  Kvale,  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Minnesota,  and 
Peter  Norbeck,  a  Senator  from  South  Dakota,  were  the  sponsors  of  what  became  Public  Law 
#525.  It  was  approved  by  the  68th  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  March  2,1925.  Authorizing  a 
total  of  40,000  medals  to  be  made  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Following  the  selection  of  engraver 
James  Earle  Fraser,  whose  name  appears  on  the  reverse  of  the  medals,  the  minting  process 
began  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  First  to  be  minted  were  the  "thin"  medals  which  were  minted 
from  May  21-23.  Then  from  May  29th  through  June  13th,  the  "thick"  medals  were  minted.  Gold 
medals  were  minted  on  June  3-4.  Three-inch  triple  plated  silver  medals  were  minted  in 
November  of  1925,  the  latter  to  honor  those  who  contributed  to  the.  celebration.  (This  was  an 
after-thought  by  Congressman  Kvale  but  welt  received  by  dignitaries  of  both  the  U.S.  and 
Norway.) 

From  the  archives  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  the  following  statistics  are  known: 

Thick  medals  33,750 

These  were  .087  inches  thick  and  .900  fine  silver. 
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I  bin  medals  6,000 

1  hese  were  .065  inches  thick  and  .900  fine  silver. 

Gold  medals  100 

1  hese  were  232.20  grains  of  .900  gold. 

I  hree  Inch  Silver  Plated  Medals  75  were  authorized  but  only  60  were  struck.  50  initially 
and  10  at  a  later  time.  The  base  medal  is  bronze. 


Norse-American  Medal  (thick) 

The  sale  of  the  medals  was  lower  than  anticipated.  Each  silver  medal  cost  $1.25.  Many 
midwest  bankers  were  asked  to  sell  them  to  their  customers.  Following  the  celebration, 
Congressman  Kvale  took  five  thousand  medals  with  him  to  New  York  m  October  but  was  not 
successful  in  selling  them.  Of  the  100  gold  medals  made,  53  remained  in  inventory  and  were 
likely  sent  back  to  the  Philadelphia  mint  for  credit.  The  four  medals  were  listed  in  early  editions 
of  the  United  States  Blue  Book.  Today  the  Thick  and  Thin  medals  are  sometimes  seen  at  coin 
shows  in  the  U.S.  The  gold  medals,  though,  are  rarely  offered  to  the  public.  Today  they  are 
collected  by  numismatists  and  Norwegian  Americans  who  want  to  hold  history  in  their  hands. 

The  above  information  was  researched  by  David  Schmidt,  owner  of  Coins  Unlimited.  For 
further  information  please  call  253-565-6565  or  write  to  Coins  Unlimited,  P0  Box  11192,  Tacoma, 
W A  98411.  © 
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The  Capitol  Visitor  Center 

Commemorative  Coins 


From  the  United  States  Mint: 

In  1999,  Congress  authorized  the  United 
States  Mint  to  issue  a  five-dollar  gold  coin,  a 
silver  dollar,  and  a  clad  half-dollar  coin  to 
commemorate  the  first  meeting  of  Congress 
in  the  United  States  Capitol  and  to  help 
build  a  Visitor  Center  for  the  Capitol. 
Congress  moved  to  the  newly-established 
city  of  Washington,  D.C.,  late  in  the  year 
1800.  Congress  met  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Capitol  -  just  a  small  section  of  the  building 
today  -  on  November  17.  Today,  200  years 
later,  the  Capitol  building  is  the  greatest 
visible  symbol  of  representative  democracy 
in  the  world. 

In  different  ways,  the  three  coins  are 
emblems  of  the  first  meeting  of  Congress  in 
the  Capitol  and  the  history  of  democracy 
that  the  Capitol  represents. 


Obverse  ($5.00) 


Reverse  ($5.00) 

The  obverse  of  the  gold  com,  designed  by 
the  Mint's  Chief  Sculptor/ Engraver, 
Elizabeth  Jones,  displays  a  carving  of  a 
Corinthian  column  of  the  type  that  is  part  of 
the  Capitol's  architecture.  The  reverse  bears 
an  image  of  the  Capitol  as  it  appeared  in 
1800.  (Today,  the  original  Capitol  is  the  part 
of  the  building  immediately  north  ol  the 
Rotunda.). 

The  silver  dollar  is  based  on  designs  by 
artist  Marika  Somogyi  and  sculptor  and 
engraver  John  Mercanti. 

The  obverse  portrays  the  original  Capitol 
superimposed  on  the  image  of  today's 
building,  while  the  reverse  has  a  bald  eagle 
cloaked  in  a  "U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center 
banner. 
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Obverse  ($1 .00) 


Obverse  ($.50) 


Reverse  ($1 .00) 
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Reverse  ($.50) 


The  half-dollar,  incorporating  designs  by 
artists  Dean  McMullen,  Alex  Shagin  and 
Marcel  Jovine,  features  the  original  Capitol 
within  an  outline  of  the  present-day 
building  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  a 
circle  of  16  stars,  representing  the  16  states 
that  existed  in  1800,  and  a  recognition  of  the 
82  Senators  and  106  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  who  made  up  the  6th 
Congress  at  that  time. 


The  building  has  expanded  and  the  Nation 
has  seen  tremendous  growth  since  1800, 
and  today  the  Capitol  receives  approxi¬ 
mately  5,000,000  visitors  annually.  As  the 
workplace  of  the  elected  representatives  of 
the  people,  the  Capitol  is  —  and  should  be 
—  an  open  building.  What  is  lacking  is  a 
suitable  place  to  welcome  our  citizens  who 
visit  and  provide  them  with  information 
about  how  Congress  carries  out  its 
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constitutional  responsibilities.  Visitors  often 
face  long  lines,  congested  corridors, 
inadequate  facilities,  crowded  tours,  limited 
exhibits,  and  a  shortage  of  rooms  for 
members  to  meet  with  visiting  groups  of 
constituents. 

Congress  recently  authorized  the  design¬ 
ing,  engineering  and  construction  of  a 
Capitol  Visitor  Center  as  a  public  and 
private  venture  to  enhance  the  educational 
experience  of  visitors  to  the  Capitol,  as  well 
as  to  help  provide  continued  high  security 
for  the  Capitol.  Congress  has  appropriated 
$100,000,000  to  construct  a  Capitol  Visitor 
Center  and  matching  private  funds  are 
being  raised  by  "the  Fund  for  the  Capitol 
Visitor  Center,"  a  501(c)(3)  charitable 
organization. 

The  commemorative  coins  provide  a  way 
for  all  Americans  to  participate  in  raising 
funds  for  the  Capitol  Visitor  Center.  A 
designated  share  of  the  sale  price  of  each 
coin  —  $35  for  the  gold  coin,  $10  for  the 
silver  coin,  and  $3  for  the  half-dollar  —  will 
be  deposited  in  a  special  account  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  for  the  specific  pur¬ 
pose  of  aiding  in  the  construction,  maint¬ 
enance,  and  preservation  of  a  Capitol 
Visitor  Center. 

Congress  recently  authorized  the  design¬ 
ing,  engineering  and  construction  of  a 
Capitol  Visitor  Center  as  a  public/private 
venture  to  enhance  the  education  and 
experience  of  visitors  to  the  Capitol,  as  well 


as  to  help  provide  continued  high  security 
for  the  Capitol.  Congress  has  appropriated 
$100,000,000  to  construct  a  Capitol  Visitor 
Center  and  matching  private  funds  for  the 
Capitol  Visitor  Center. 

The  commemorative  coins  provide  a  wav 
for  all  Americans  to  voluntarily  participate 
in  raising  funds  for  the  Capitol  Visitor 
Center.  A  designated  share  of  the  sale  price 
of  each  com  -  $35  for  the  gold  coin,  $10  for 
the  silver  coin,  and  $3  for  the  half-dollar  - 
will  be  deposited  in  a  special  account  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction, 
maintenance,  and  preservation  of  a  Capitol 
Visitor  Center. 

Metal  composition  of  the  coins: 

Gold  five-dollar;  90%  gold  and  10%  alloy, 
diameter  is  0.850  (±0.003)  inches  or  21.59 
(±0.08)  mm  and  the  weight  is  8.359  (±0.042) 
grams. 

Silver  one-dollar;  90%  silver  and  10%  alloy, 
diameter  is  1.500  (±0.003)  inches  or  38.10 
(±0.08)  mm  and  the  weight  is  26.730  (±0.400) 
grams. 

Clad  half-dollar;  92%  copper  and  8%  nickel, 
diameter  is  1.205  (±0.003)  inches  or  30.61 
(±0.08)  mm  and  the  weight  is  11.340  (±0.454) 
grams. 


Capitol  Visitors’  Center 
Groundbreaking 
June  20,  2000 
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Grading  Services: 

What  Happens  After  All  the  Coins  Have  Been  Graded? 

James  Halperin 

The  work  of  grading  services  is  far  from  over.  If  there  is  any  end  in  sight,  it's  a  very  long  way 
off  and  of  little  concern  to  current  collectors  or  Collectors  Universe  stockholders. 

To  cite  a  similar  miscalculation  of  supply:  People  have  been  saying  for  decades  that 
shipments  of  United  States  gold  coins  coming  from  European  banks  were  on  the  verge  of 
drying  up.  It  hasn't  happened.  Nobody  knows  how  many  coins  the  banks  have  left,  nor  can 
anyone  make  a  meaningful  guess  as  to  the  number  of  coins  that  remain  uncertified. 

Submission  fees  and  market  conditions  determine  the  rate  at  which  coins  are  sent  to  grading 
services.  Remember,  coins  are  generally  submitted  to  increase  their  value  and/or  salability. 
When  business  is  booming,  sellers  may  be  more  inclined  to  use  a  gradmg  service  to  enhance  the 
value  of  their  briskly  selling  goods.  In  a  depressed  coin  market,  submissions  usually  decrease. 

As  expected,  collector  interest  in  the  new  commemorative  quarters  has  spilled  over.  I  imagine 
grading  services  are  now  receiving  an  unprecedented  number  of  Washington  Quarters.  If 
interest  continues,  even  such  animals  as  average  uncirculated  1964  quarters  could  eventually 
become  candidates  for  submission.  Those  who  consider  this  an  impossibility  may  not  remember 
that  in  the  mid  1960's  nice  uncirculated  Morgan  Dollars  could  be  obtained  in  quantity  for  about 
10%  over  face  value.  At  the  time,  I  can  remember  mint  sealed  bags  of  1000  Morgans  trading  in 
the  $1,150  range  —  that's  $1.15  apiece.  Who  could  have  foreseen  paying  $15  just  to  certify  an 
average  mint  state  (today's  63)  Morgan? 

More  than  a  billion  Washington  quarters  were  minted  in  1964,  and  certainly  at  least  1%  of  this 
original  mintage  must  have  survived  in  MS-63  or  better  condition.  According  to  my  calculator, 
that's  a  lot  of  potential  gradmg  service  submissions. 

I  won't  predict  the  longevity  of  any  particular  grading  service,  only  the  viability  of  third- 
party  certification  as  an  institution:  Favorable  coin  markets  may  come  and  go  but  grading 
services  are  here  to  stay! 

Com  gradmg  services  are  similar  to  many  other  practical  inventions.  As  a  consumer,  you 
might  choose  to  drive  a  Ford,  but  wouldn't  you  prefer  any  automobile  to  the  horse  and  buggy? 
Your  choice  of  computer  equipment  may  differ  from  mine,  yet  I  doubt  either  of  us  would  enjoy 
being  without  them,  despite  our  feelings  on  certain  days  when  our  operating  system  crashes  or 
we  lose  a  file. 

Of  course  some  numismatists  believe  grading  services  don't  benefit  the  hobby  at  all.  As  a 
youngster,  I  remember  visiting  a  coin  shop  with  the  intention  of  buying  a  Redbook.  The 
proprietor  responded  to  my  request  by  informing  me  that  he  wasn't  about  to  let  a  few  idiots 
from  Wisconsin  tell  him  how  to  price  his  coins  and  that  I  shouldn't  either.  Today  he  probably 
slanders  Mark  Salzberg  and  David  Fiall  instead. 

I  never  bought  a  coin  from  that  dealer,  but  I  did  lots  of  business  with  another  fellow  who  took 
the  time  to  explain  that  the  cover  of  the  Redbook  says  it's  a  "Guide",  in  other  words  a  tool  to 
help  numismatists  independently  determine  coin  values.  I  encourage  you  to  adopt  the  same 
attitude  toward  grading  services.  For  a  fee,  they  can  offer  an  informed  opinion  concerning  the 
authenticity  and  grade  of  a  coin.  Beyond  that,  you're  on  your  own. 
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Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


I  hereby  make  application  for  membership 
in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said 
Society.  My  yearly  dues  (August  to  August 
of  each  year  at  $20.00  per  Adult  and  $8.00 
per  Junior)  are  included  with  this  application 
in  the  form  of _ cash  _ check. 

Check  one:  □  Adult  D  Junior 


Please  Print  or  Type 


Last  name 
First  name 
Street 
City 
State 


M.l. 


Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone 


Signature  of  Applicant. 
Date  _ 


Signature  of  Proposer . 


Member  Number 


Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only  . 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian. 
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First  name 
Street 
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Date  _ _ _ 


Signature  of  Proposer . 


Member  Number 


Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian. 


Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


/  hereby  make  application  for  membership 
in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said 
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Zip  Code 
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Date _ 
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Member  Number 


Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only 
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